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International Seaplane Fly-In isn’t just for pilots

by Mike Lange

GREENVILLE - Around
17,000 families within a half
hour or so of the 42nd Annual In-
ternational Seaplane Fly-In can
conveniently make it home for
the evening.

But anyone looking for over-
night accommodations in Green-
ville had better act soon.

As of last week, nearly every
motel room and bed and break-
fast in town was booked solid, ac-
cording to Angela Arno, executive
director of the Moosehead Lake
Region Chamber of Commerce.
“There are a handful of cabins
available, which is really a bar-
gain if you're bringing the whole
family,” she said. “It looks like an-
other banner weekend.”

This year's event runs from
Thursday, September 10 through
Sunday, September 13.

The International Seaplane
Fly-In started in the 1970s by
veteran pilots like Jack Hofbauer,
Duane Lander and Max Folsom
as a way to extend the Mooseh-
ead Lake tourist season. It's now
the biggest single weekend at-
traction in the region, even sur-
passing Fourth of July.

While it draws around 350 air-
craft of all types, the fiy-in also
brings thousands of people to
Greenville who have no connec-
tion to the aviation community.

“There’s nothing like this in
the country,” Arno said. “You can
watch the competition all along
the shoreline. People of all ages
really like the bush pilot races
and water bomb drops. And it’s
all free.”

Liz Cannell, the di-

On the first night of Fly-In
weekend, there’s a special din-
ner cruise on the Katahdin for
registered pilots, and around 150
showed up last year, according to
Darralyn Gauvin, secretary of the
fly-in committee. “We're getting
calls regularly,” Gauvin said. “Ev-
ery year, it seems to get a little
bigger and better.”

There will also be entertain-
ment by comedian Lee Southard
on the Katahdin dinner cruise
and music by John Brown at
the municipal hangar on Friday
night during a lobster and steak
cook-out.

The guest speaker for this
year’s Saturday night pilot
awards banquet, also at the mu-
nicipal airport, will be Bill Cole-
man, author of “Floatplane Odys-
sey” The book is about pilot Tom
Casey, the first person to make
a trip around the world land-
ing and taking off only on water.
It took him 188 days with more
than 75 takeoffs and landings in
20 countries.

The contests take place Satur-
day starting at 10 a.m. at Stobie
Seaplane Base next to the Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife headquar-
ters. There’s a public breakfast at
the Masonic Lodge on Pritham
Avenue; and the American Legion

Post, a short distance away, will
be serving food during the day

Many other nonprofit organi-
zations like the Moosehead Lake
Kiwanis, C.A. Dean Hospital Aux-
iliary and the Greenville Fire De-
partment will have refreshment
booths at the site. The order of
the contests will be determined
by the weather and number of
participants.

The timed canoe race is one of
the most popular and challeng-
ing events. One member of the
team has to paddle a canoe to the
docked seaplane and lash it to a
pontoon. Then the plane has to
maneuver between a set of buoys,
take off and land back at the
starting point.

As expected, Greenville retail-
ers and restaurants are expecting
huge crowds. Cheri Goodspeed,
the owner of the Moosehead Lake
Indian Store and the eclectic
Kamp Kamp antique shop, said
that the Fly-In is not only her big-
gest sales week, but brings in a
different type of clientele. “People
who shop here on that weekend
are more laid-back and patient,”
she said. “They seem to under-
stand that they may have to wait
a little for service if we're busy.”

Goodspeed said that the Fly-In
also get a lot more “day-trippers

THE SKY'S THE LIMIT — Two aircraft take off at last year’s Interna-
tional Seaplane Fly-In in Greenville. (Angela Arno photo)

than the holiday weekends. But
that's been the case almost all
year. We have a lot of people who
live an hour or hour-and-a-half
away and come to Greenville on a
regular basis.”

Parking and traffic is tradition-
ally heavy on Fly-In weekend, but
there will be shuttle service from
the municipal airport to the Sto-
bie site all day Saturday, Gauvin
said. “You can avoid walking six
or eight blocks if you park at the

airport,” she said.

Police Chief Jeff Pomerleau
has also requested temporary,
portable traffic lights for the in-
tersection of Lily Bay Road and
Pritham Avenue, the “main drag”
in town. “We've had them for the
past three years,” he said. “With
fingers crossed, we're praying
they arrive in time for this one.”

For more information, the com-
plete event schedule and updates,
visit www.seaplanefly-in.org.
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Personal Service, Shared Value.

rector of the Moosehead Marine
Museum, agrees. “This is an ideal
mini-vacation for families,” she
said. “They can a get close-up
look at the planes before they go
on the water and just have an en-
joyable day.”

The Moosehead Marine Muse-
um also operates the steamship
Katahdin and the cruise sched-
ules are modified on the Satur-
day of Fly-In weekend, Cannell
said. “We run three one-hour and
15 minute cruises that day,” she
said. “This way, it gives people
an opportunity to see the action
from a different perspective than
watching from shore.”
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WELCOME TO THE
42nd ANNUAL
SEAPLANE FLY-IN

Dexter * Greenville
Dover-Foxcroft

= ..~  Brownville * Guilford

1-888-806-6920 ® www.MaineHighlandsCreditUnion.com
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Bring your family and enjoy your
time at this year’s celebration!

umber Company

Minden Street « Greenville, ME 04441
(207) 695-4583 * Fax: (207) 695-3977
greenville@hammondiumber.com
Hours: Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm, Saturday 8am - 12 noon

TOLL FREE 1-866-HAMMOND
www.hammondlumber.com
Auburn « Bangor - Belgrade « Boothbay Harbor

Brunswick - Damariscotta « Fairfield - Farmington
Greenville - Pemaquid « Portland - Skowhegan « Wilton

S
Beave % JCove
MIARINA
Moosehead Lake, Maine
16 C ide Road
Beave . ME 04441

Welcome to
the Seaplane Fly In
Beaver Cove Marina
Offers:
BOAT SERVICE
AND REPAIR
LAUNCH RAMP
SLIP RENTALS
ETHANOL-FREE
FUEL

(207) 695-3526
beavercovemarinaagmail.co

Plum Creek

Growing Value from Exceptional Resources
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368-4300 * 1-800-613-3673
Just off Exit 157 on 1-95
Visit us at www.varneyford.com

Friday, Friday,
September 11 September 11
8 AM-All Day Exhibitors set up at

Stobie.

Poker Run.

6 PM Steak and Lobster
Cook-Out at the Airport.

Registration at Stobie.
Seaplane Base
Shuttle Vans for Pilots
who fly in will be
available.

Enjoy the 42nd Annual
SEAPLANE FLY-IN
=3

207-695-2020 + Toll Free Phone: 866-SKI-D00-2
13 Industrial Park, Greenville Junction ME 04442
Wwww.MOOSEHEADMOTORSPORTS.COM

VARNEY

CHEVROLET

Have]Funlatithe
Seaplane]Ely=In

384 Somerset Avenue, Pittsfield -~ Just Off I-95 - Exit 150
1-800-427-5115 * (207) 487-5111
Shop com

24-7 @ www.varne)

Charles A. Dean
Memorial Hospital

EMHS MEMBER
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Enjoy the Annual Seaplane Fly In

CA Dean (J/}/el's more lhan you may fnow

CA Dean Hospital 695-5200
Greenville 695-5220 & Sangerville 876-4811
Specialty Clinic Office Line 695-5205

CA Dean & Northwoods Healthcare
Serving Greenville, Sangerville, and Monson

« Medication Safety

- Northwoods Healthcare

« Nutrition Education

- Orthopedics

- Bone Densitometry
- Cardiology

- Chaplaincy Services
- Diabetes Education

- Emergency Department - Podiatry
- General Surgery - Rehabilitation Services -
- Gynecology Physical and

Occupational Therapy
~Transition Care -

Skilled Nursing & Rehab Services
+ Urology

- Imaging Services
- Laboratory Services
 Digital Mammography
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Stop by and check us out
on your way to the Fly-In

A Family Run Business Geared To Your Family Fun!!!

HUFF POWERSPORTS

Route 100, Grove Hill - Pittsfield, ME 04967 e Tel: (207) 487-3338
web site: www.huffpowersports.com ® Hours: M-F 8 AM-5 PM, Sat 8 AM-1 PM

Have fun during the Seaplane Fly-In
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BOAT RENTALS
ALUMINUM BOAT LIFTS
DOCK SYSTEMS
MARINE SALES AND SERVICE

Marina: 6 Cotton Brook Rd., Dover-Foxcroft » 564-2617
Store: 45 State Park Rd.. Dover-Foxcroft » 564-2165

M ek 0

SRR LAKE MATYE

Enjoy the 42nd Annual
Seaplane Fly-In

1-800-242-2374

Custom Screen Printing and Embroidery

Corinna, Maine
www.bergactivewear.com

Proud Sponsor of the
42 International
Seaplane Fly In

Camden
National
Ba

Everyone needs an anchor.

20 Lily Bay Road, Greenville
207-695-0778

1083 West Main Street, Dover-Foxcroft

207-564-4961

800.860.8821
CamdenNational.com | Member FDIC

Saturday,
September 12

7-9AM
Public Breakfast at
the Masonic Temple,
Pritham Avenue.
American Legion,
Pritham Avenue, will be
serving food during the
day.
The Craft Fair will be
held in Downtown
Greenville on Saturday
and Sunday.

10 AM-All Day
Activities at the
Greenville Municipal
Airport and the
Seaplane Base will
be taking place. The
order of the contests
is determined by
weather and numbers
of participants.

6 PM
Banquet at the
Greenville Airport.
e 6 o o
Pricing:
Registration and bag
$25.00

Lobster and Steak
Dinner on Friday night
$40.00

Buffet on
Saturday night
$35.00

Or purchase the
full package for
$140.00

One Stop Shopping
Sporting Goods, Supermarket,
Liquor Store, Clothing,
Resident & Non Resident
Licenses, 24 hr. Gas Station

207-695-2104
Route 15, Greenville
Open 7 days a week

www.indianhill.com
indianhilltradingposti@gmail.com

Serving the Community
Since 1978!
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Sunday, September 13
7-9AM
Public Breakfast at the American Legion Hall, Pritham Avenue
10 AM
Completion of contests not done on Saturday
12-1PM
50/50 Raffle Drawing and Gift Basket Drawings

Contests
Bush Pilot’s Canoe Race - Bomb Drop
Spot Landing - Take-Off Contest
Taxi Slalom

— S ie
| 1-800-817-2549
; 66 Wilsons Rd.
Greenville Jct, ME 04442

EW wilsonsonMooseheadlake.com

Events 62 Water Street, Guilford
The Poker Run on Friday —M 876-2200
can start anytime after MOTOR COMPANY Jeff & Sandy Peters
j 1 ®
8AM. The destinations "ewa::’s:":ra d;lgov‘:satra‘illlere
WI||. be ‘I|sted at the ——— = Call 10 get yours today!
Registration Desk at Great inventory of

Stobie where the entry new & used Fisher® parts

) Low Rate
form may be picked up Financ'iy::;l;lailahle

and returned at the end

MCKUSICK Petroleum Co.
32 Summer St., Dover-Foxcroft
564-3406

toL rree 1-800-564-3835
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of the day.
The best Poker hand
will win! P ) wWELLS @ Have fun at the
International Seaplane SALES & SERVICE 42nd-ﬂnnua[
Py ESS GARAGE Seaplane Fly-In
PO Box 1289 pe e soellguragecom
Greenville, ME 04441 - BUY HERE & PAY HERE
Office phone Lookmg for a for as little as 500 Down and 540 A Week!

207-695-2928
info@seaplanefly-in.org
seaplanefly-in.org

Quality Vehicle at a
Reasonable Price?

-§BSS We Carry & Service
BOSS PLOWS

If we don’t have what you're looking for, let us know and we'll try to find it!

F Timefora
new vehicle?

GERRY’S

266 Newport Rd., Corinna ¢ 278-2205
* Qakland - 465-9566 * Skowhegan - 474-6700
* Veazie - 990-2206

Full Service Department

Hartley’s

Enjoy the
Seaplane
Fly-In

Drive in style to Greenville with

Harris

Drug Store a vehicle from Hartley’s and
Enjoy the Seaplane Fly-In!
Serving the Moosehead Area
Since 1896 cooas
Pritham Z[Zi/ec., Greenville JEED 7 .?;
6952921

We’re, on, the, TRIANGLE!,
Just,offil-95,  Exit; 157 in Newport
207-368-5751 * 1-800-244-5563,

hartleyscountry.com

* Russell Stover Candies
* Magazines
* Prescriptions
* Soda Fountain

Welcome to the
42nd Annual Seaplane Fly In

COMNT ON US TO KEEP YOU WHARM”

= A. E. Rohinson 0il Co., Inc.
Celebrating 65 years in Business

www.aerobinson.com
Dover-Foxcroft Dexter Greenville
564-8131 924-5242 695-3566






